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Town  of  Mayerthorpe 

(Revised  July  1961) 

1.  LOCATION 

Southwest  quarter  of  section  28  - 57  - 8 - W5  in  Census  Division  No.  14. 
This  location  is  80  miles  northwest  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  43.  It  is  also 
on  the  branch  line  of  the  C.N.R.  from  Edmonton  to  Whitecourt. 


2.  ALTITUDE 

2,056  feet.  Latitude  54/15  Longitude  113/07 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  - 55.3°  F. 

Mean  winter  - 19.8°  F. 

Mean  yearly  - 34.6°  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Rainfall  - 10.74  inches. 

Snowfall  - 45.6  inches. 

Total  yearly  precipitation  - 15.30  inches. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  of  this  area  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  is  the  Belly  River 
formation  of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  period.  This  formation  is  a series  of  light 
colored  sandstones  and  shales.  This  horizon  in  other  parts  of  the  province  in- 
clude dinosaur  beds  and  coal  seams. 


6.  SOIL 

Mayerthorpe  is  in  the  Degraded  Black  Soil  Zone. 

Climate: 

Annual  precipitation  averages  from  about  12  inches  in  the  northern  sec- 
tion to  about  20  inches  in  the  southern.  Evaporation  is  lower  than  in  other 
zones. 

Vegetation: 

Mainly  woodland  in  which  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and  has  more 
evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Soil  Profile: 

Generally  quite  mixed,  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  grey.  The  surface 
horizon  consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed  leaf  litter  (AO)  which  may 
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be  absent  in  burned  over  areas  underlain  by  a mineral  horizon  that  can  usually 
be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper  (AI)  part  may  be  black,  grey  black  or 
dark  brown.  The  lower  part  (A2)  is  frequently  somewhat  leached  of  organic 
matter  and  considerably  greyer  than  the  Al.  The  total  depth  of  these  surface 
horizons  average  about  10  to  12  inches.  The  B horizons  are  generally  dark 
brown  in  color  and  the  lime  layer  is  found  at  depths  of  about  30  to  40  inches. 

Fertility: 

These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  of  the  black  zone.  Leaching 
of  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant  foods. 

Land  Use: 

A system  of  mixed  farming  that  includes  legumes  in  the  crop  rotation, 
supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  required,  should  be  practised 
for  best  results. 


7.  HISTORY 

The  original  post  office  was  located  three  miles  west  of  the  present  site 
on  the  homestead  of  a settler  of  Scandinavian  descent  named  “Mayer”.  It  was 
given  the  name  “Mayerthorpe”  — “thorpe”  being  Scandinavian  for  village.  In 
1919  L.  O.  Crockett  was  instrumental  in  having  the  land  on  which  the  village 
was  to  be  located  surveyed,  and  the  settlement  was  named  “Little  Paddle.”  The 
name  was  changed  to  “Mayerthorpe”  when  the  Federal  Government  closed  the 
original  Mayerthorpe  post  office  and  opened  one  at  the  new  location.  Among 
the  early  settlers  of  the  district  were  such  well  known  names  as  L.  O.  Crockett, 
R.  Howitt,  J.  Andre,  J.  Andrews,  S.  Martin,  M.  Olsen,  M.  Clooten,  T.  Hoban,  M. 
Mahoney,  N.  Hawkinson,  P.  Hawkinson,  A.  Thom,  W.  Chappin  and  J.  Don. 

L.  O.  Crockett  operated  the  first  general  store  which  housed  the  post  office 
and,  for  several  months,  acted  as  postmaster.  He  was  succeeded  by  John  E. 
Griggs.  1919  was  a year  of  progress  for  the  village.  In  that  year  the  first  hotel 
was  built  by  C.  W.  Bish  and  economic  development  made  the  need  for  banking 
facilities  apparent.  Although  no  adequate  building  was  available,  the  Merchants 
Bank  opened  a branch  and  carried  on  business  in  temporary  quarters  until  a 
suitable  building  could  be  erected. 

The  following  years  the  Canadian  National  Railway  completed  laying 
the  steel  to  Mayerthorpe. 

The  original  school  was  situated  IV2  miles  east  of  the  present  site  and  con- 
sisted of  one  room.  The  first  teacher  was  Miss  Wallace. 

Dr.  Mann  was  the  first  doctor  in  the  village. 

The  Village  of  Mayerthorpe  was  incorporated  in  1927.  John  E.  Griggs 
was  the  first  mayor.  Mayerthorpe  was  incorporated  a town  in  March  20,  1961. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Mayerthorpe  is  in  the  centre  of  a good  mixed  farming  community.  The 
town  streets  are  wide  and  are  lined  with  new  and  modern  buildings.  Grades  1 
to  12  are  taught  and  four  churches  supply  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community. 
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For  the  sportsman  there  is  good  fishing  and  big  game  hunting  in  the  area.  Aver- 
age rent  for  a modern  five  room  house  is  $55  to  $65  per  month. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  and  six  councillors,  three  elected  each 
year  for  a two  year  term.  The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the 
town  according  to  the  policy  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

All  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings,  or  removal  of  buildings  must  be 
approved  by  council  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

The  electrical  code  conforms  to  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  regulations  conform  to  the  Alberta  Health  Regulations. 

The  town  hires  a part-time  police  constable. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  sixteen  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

One  1950  hose  tender,  one  500  GPM  trailer  pump,  500  feet  2/2  hose,  700 
feet  1/2  inch  hose,  axes,  crowbars,  coats,  rubber  boots,  gas  masks,  etc. 

Water  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  pumped  into  a 50,000  gallon  reservoir. 
There  are  11  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 


Modern  new  homes  are  being  built  rapidly  in  the  town 
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12. 


TAX  STRUCTURE 


1961  Net  Asessment 


Land,  100%  of  value 

$77,770 

Improvements,  % of  value 

572,200 

Business 

156,818 

Power 

17,200 

Total 

$823,988 

Mill  Rate:  Municipal  32.  School  25.  Hospital  3.  Total  60  mills. 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  town  - 131.99  acres. 

Lanes  and  streets  - 25.53  acres 
Parks  and  playgrounds  - 25  acres 
Miles  of  streets,  roads  and  lanes: 


Gravel  Improved  Earth 

Other 

Total 

Streets  and  roads 

3 .36 

.15 

3.51 

Lanes  and  alleys 

1.5 

1.5 

Total 

5.01 

There  are  approximately  4 miles  of  cement  sidewalk. 


14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 2.71  miles. 

Water  mains  - 2.56  miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  to  the  town  by  Calgary  Power 
Limited. 

Domestic  Rates 

First  20  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $2.70  gross  min. 

Discount  - 30c  making  $2.40  net.  minimum. 

All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month  - 2.0c  net  per  KWH. 

Discount  as  shown  applies  on  any  bill  paid  within  10  days  of  date  rendered. 
Connection  charge  - $1.00. 

Reconnection  charge  - twice  net  minimum  charge. 

Commercial  Rate 

Service  Charge: 

First  /2  KW  of  connected  load  - $1.00. 

Each  additional  )i  KW  of  connected  load  - 20c. 
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Energy  Charge: 

First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 10c  per  KWH. 
Next  150  KWH  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 5c  per  KWH. 
Excess  KWH  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 2/4C  per  KWH. 
Minimum  charge  - $1.80  gross,  $1.50  net. 

Discount:  - 10%,  10  days  based  on  even  dollars  of  total  monthly  bill  with 
a minimum  discount  of  30c  per  month. 

Power  Rates 

Service  charge  - per  KVA  of  installation  (monthly  charge)  - $1.00. 

(One  motor  horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  considered 
equal  to  one  kilovolt-ampere:  KVA) 

Energy  charge: 

First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 5c  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 3/3C  per  KWH. 

All  over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 1/3C  per  KWH. 

Discount  - 10%,  10  days  based  on  dollars  of  total  bill  with  a minimum  dis- 
count of  30c  per  month. 

Minimum  charge  - $3.30  gross,  $3.00  net;  or  the  amount  of  the  service 
charge,  whichever  is  greater. 

Consumer’s  deposit  - $2.00  per  KVA  of  installation  and  not  less  than  $6.00, 
or  at  the  company’s  option,  twice  the  estimated  bill. 

Reconnection  charge  - $6.00. 


16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  pumped  into  a 50,000  gallon  reservoir 
and  then  into  the  water  mains. 


Rates  - Domestic:  $2.50  per  month,  $2.00  sewer  charge. 

Commercial:  $3.50  to  $6.00  per  month,  $3.50  to  $6.00  sewer  charge. 
Hotels:  $28.50  per  month,  $50.00  sewer  charge. 


Water  Analysis 

Total  Solids 

Ignition  Loss 

Hardness 

Sulphates 

Chlorides 

Alkalinity 


Parts  per  Million 

796 

30 

35 

nil 

10 

724 


Nature  of  Alkalinity  - Bicarbonate  of  soda,  lime  and  magnesium. 
Nitrites  nil 

Nitrates  nil 
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Iron  nil 

Fluorine  nil 

Remarks  - Chemically  this  water  is  unsuitable  because  of  the  high  soda 
content,  equals  51.10  grains  per  gallon. 

17.  FUELS  (GAS) 

Natural  gas  not  installed. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°  F. 

Bulk  - 17c  per  gallon. 

100  lb.  cylinder  - $6.50 
Storage  capacity  - 2,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°  F. 

Summer  grade  - 17.4  per  gallon. 

Winter  grade  - 18.4c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 30,000  gallons. 


Many  Provincial  Government  offices  are  located  in  this  modern  provincial  building 
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20.  COAL 


Coal  is  secured  from  the  Evansburg  field. 
Mine  run  delivered  - $9.00  per  ton. 


2L  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Lumber,  straw,  cereal,  grass  seed,  dairy  products,  poultry  products,  horses, 
cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  honey,  oil  and  gas. 


22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  - Post  Office,  R.C.M.P.  detachment,  Veterans  Land  Act  & Soldiers 
Settlement. 

Provincial  - Treasury  Branch,  Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Liquor 
Vendor,  District  Agriculturist,  Police  Magistrate,  Lac  St.  Anne  Health  Unit. 

Municipal  - Town  Hall,  Committee  Room,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Town  Foreman, 
Police  Department,  Fire  Hall. 


23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Mayerthorpe  Municipal  Hospital  has  20  beds  and  six  bassinettes. 
The  hospital  is  staffed  by  a matron,  5 graduate  nurses  and  4 nurses’  aides. 

Rates  - Residents:  $1.50  per  day. 

Non-residents:  $11.00  per  day. 

Other  Health  Services  - The  Lac  St.  Anne  Health  Unit  resident  district 


The  hospital  serves  residents  of  a wide  area 
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nurse  calls  monthly.  The  unit  consists  of  a doctor,  dentist,  2 graduate  nurses,  1 
steno  technician  and  sanitary  inspector. 

One  doctor  clinic  - 2 doctors,  1 chiropractor  calling  weekly,  1 optometrist 
calling  monthly,  1 drug  store,  1 funeral  parlor. 


24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(excluding  Health  Services) 

Barristers  1 calling 

Beauty  Parlors  1 

Barber  Shops  1 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

C.N.R.  branch  line  Edmonton  to  Whitecourt  (freight  only). 
Canadian  Coachways  (daily). 

Truck  service  daily  to  and  from  Edmonton. 


26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Mayerthorpe  Review  (printed  in  Edmonton  by  Sun  Publishing). 


27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Canadian  National  Telegraphs,  Post  Of- 
fice. Nearest  radio  stations  - Edmonton  CFRN,  CJCA,  CHED,  CBX,  CHFA, 
CKUA.  Nearest  T.V.  station  - Edmonton  CFRN. 


This  wooden  trestle,  one  of  Canada's  longest,  is  used  by  rail  service  to  the  town 
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28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce,  Toronto-Dominion  Bank,  Alberta 
Treasury  Branch. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rates  Licensed 

Hub  18  $2.00  up  yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Nil. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Pentecostal,  Roman  Catholic,  United. 

32.  LODGES 

Masonic. 


Attractive  churches  such  as  this  serve  the  community 
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33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Kinsmen,  Canadian  Legion,  Women’s  Auxiliary 
Canadian  Legion. 

34.  SOCIETIES 

Alberta  Teachers’  Association,  Home  and  School  Association,  Agricultural 
Society. 

35.  EDUCATION 

The  Mayerthorpe  School  District  No.  2946  is  a unit  of  the  Lac  St.  Anne 
School  Division  No.  11.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following 
optional  subjects:  Typing,  Drama,  Art,  Home  Economics  and  Shop.  The  school 

population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  i 

of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1-  6 

11 

306 

Junior  High 

7-  9 

4 

107 

High 

10-12 

4 

88 

THEATRES  AND 

HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Legion  Hall 

100 

no 

yes 

Theatre 

200 

yes 

no 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Women’s  Institute  sponsors  a small  library  in  the  town. 
Drama  taught  at  school. 

One  four  piece  orchestra. 


38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Scouts,  Cubs,  Trail  Rangers,  Tuxis,  4H  Club. 
Girls  - C.G.I.T.,  Brownies,  Guides,  4H  Club. 


Mayerthorpe's  school  is  well  equipped. 
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39.  SPORTS 


Baseball,  Hockey,  Softball,  Curling. 

Facilities  - Covered  curling  rink  with  3 sheets  natural  ice,  open  air  hockey 
and  skating  rink,  baseball  diamond,  playgrounds  for  children,  good  fishing  and 
hunting  nearby. 


40.  FAIRS 

Agricultural  Fair,  Sports  Day,  Farmer’s  Day. 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 


42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Co-op  General  Store,  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  Maple  Leaf  Co-op  Oil  Dis- 
tributor. 


43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Ambulance  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Hardware  

. 2 

— 

— 

2 

Auctioneer  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Hotels  

1 

— 

— 



Auction  Mart  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Harness  Maker  

1 

1 



1 

Bakeries  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Implements  (farm)  

4 

— 

— 

4 

Banks  

3 

— 

— 

— 

Ins.  8s  Real  Estate  

. 2 

— 

— 

. — 

Barbers  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Law  Offices  

1 calling  mthly 

Beauty  Parlors  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Laundry  8s 

Butchers  

2 

— 

— 

2 

Dry  Cleaners  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Blacksmith  

1 

1 



1 

Lumber  Yards  

1 

— 

1 

1 

Building  Contractors 

2 

— 

— 

. — 

Milk  Distributors  

1 

— 

1 

1 

Cartage  Delivery  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Music  Stores  

. 1 

— 

— 

1 

Clothing  (men’s)  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Oil  Distributors  

3 

— 

3 

— 

Clothing  ( women’s ) 

1 

— 

. — 

1 

Optometrists  

1 

calling 

Chiropractors  

1 

calling  mthly 

Painters  8s  Decorators  ... 

. 2 

— 

— 

— 

Coal  Dealer  

1 

— 

. — 

1 

Pool  Room  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Doctors  

2 

_ 





Propane  Gas.  Dist 

3 

— 

3 

3 

Drug  Store  

1 

. — 

— 

1 

Photographer  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Electrical  Appliances  

3 

— 

— 

3 

Plumbers  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Electrical  Contractor  

3 







Radio  Repairs  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Funeral  Parlor  1 



Restaurant  

. 2 

— 

— 

— 

Garages  & 

Shoe  Repairs  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Service  Stations  

4 

— 

— 

4 

Second  Hand  Store  

1 





1 

General  Stores  

3 





3 

Theatres  . . . 

1 

Grain  Elevators  

3 

total 

i cap 

Welding  8s 

129,000 

bushels 

Machine  Shop  

. 3 

3 

— 

3 

Groceries  

2 





2 

Woodworking  

..  1 

1 



1 
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44.  SITES 


Industrial  and  residential  sites  with  all  utilities  except  gas  are  available 
from  the  town  at  reasonable  prices. 

45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Soils  in  the  Mayerthorpe  area  are  classed  as  transitional  with  clay  and 
clay  loams  predominating.  The  yield  of  cereals  are  about  average  for  the 
province  with  a short  growing  season,  the  most  serious  limiting  factor.  Pre- 
cipitation is  usually  adequate.  A general  livestock  - cash  crop  type  of  farming 
is  followed.  Coarse  grains  and  forage  (including  legume  seeds)  are  the  prin- 
cipal crops;  cattle  and  hogs  are  about  equally  important  as  sources  of  cash  farm 
income. 


46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  15  miles;  West  20  miles;  South  5 miles;  East  6 miles. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  populations,  1956  census  - 2,938. 

Town  population,  1956  census  - 563. 

Town  population,  July  1961  - 720  estimate. 


A view  of  Mayerthorpe's  well  dispersed  business  street 
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